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Minutes of a meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE held in the Meeting Room 1, 
Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Thursday, 23 March 2017 at 5.00 pm.

PRESENT

A Harrison (Chairman)
T A Carter (Vice-Chairman)

G R Aley
A Casson

M G Chandler
C J Lawton

A M Newton
E J Sneath

In Attendance:  

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Councillors M D Booth, 
R Clark, G K Dark, H Drury, J L King and M J Pullen 

In attendance:  The Licensing and Business Support Manager

21. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.   

22. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2017 were agreed as a correct 
record.

23. TAXIS AND THE EQUALITY ACT 2010 

The Committee considered the report of the Executive Manager People and Public 
Protection to decide on the implementations of sections 165, 166 and 167 of the 
Equality Act 2010.

The Government had introduced Sections 165 and 167 of the Equality Act 2010 in 
relation to the assistance of passengers in wheelchairs using designated taxi and 
private hire vehicles (PHVs). Statutory guidance had been issued by the Department 
of Transport in support of this which local authorities must have regard to. These 
requirements were expected to come into effect on 6th April 2017. The provisions 
allowed a licensing authority to create a list of “designated vehicles” -  vehicles which 
were capable of carrying passengers in wheelchairs and then required drivers of 
those vehicles to provide mobility assistance. 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager confirmed that there was an 
exemption due to medical grounds but there was still a need to set a criteria and be 
clear on how that was determined.  It was also noted that drivers would need to be 
notified so they were aware of their responsibilities.

The Licensing and Business Support Manager confirmed that insurance cover would 
be a matter between driver and his insurance provider.  It was also confirmed that 
further training would be delivered.
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AGREED:

That the Licensing Committee agree to implement the provisions of Section 165, 166 
and 167 of the Equality Act 2010.

24. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT. 

There were no other items for discussion. 

(The meeting ended at 5.20pm)

(End of minutes)


